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THE ARROWHEAD & TACONITE STATE
TRAILS are located in northern Minnesota’s
Itasca, Koochiching and St. Louis counties.
They are primarily snowmobile trails and
form the backbone to an extensive Grant-
in-Aid trail system. Portions of both trails
are suitable for horseback riding, as well as
mountain biking, hiking and backpacking
in the summer. Call the DNR for specific
information.

The Arrowhead State Trail stretches 135
miles, from 10 miles west of Tower at the
intersection of the Taconite State Trail, to
Ericsburg, 10 miles south of International
Falls.

The Taconite State Trail stretches 165 miles
from Grand Rapids to Ely and intersects
with the Arrowhead State Trail just west of
Lake Vermilion. Eight trail waysides and
picnic facilities offer scenic vistas of the
hills, lakes and rivers of this area.
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% EMERGENCY INFO

In an emergency call 911

Law Enforcement

State Patrol

Itasca County Sheriff

Koochiching County Sheriff

St. Louis County Sheriff (Virginia)
(Hibbing)

*Evenings and weekends

218-283-4416
218-749-7134
218-262-0132
218-749-6010

Area Police Departments
Ely

Tower

Virginia

Grand Rapids

Medical/Hospitals
Ely

Virginia

Hibbing

Grand Rapids

<+ OTHER INFO

The Taconite and Arrowhead State Trails were
authorized by the Minnesota Legislature in
1974-5. These long-distance trails were developed
primarily for winter use. As a result, sections

of these trails may be impassible during warm
weather months when the ground is not frozen,
due to wet soils and standing water. Mountain
bikers and horseback riders are urged to call the
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MAP EXPLANATION
TRAILS & THEIR PERMITTED USES

Arrowhead State Trail

State Forest & Park Trail

State Forest Ski Trails

Grant-in—-Aid Trails

TRAIL SYMBOLS

Snowmobile

X-Country Ski

E Parking
Campground
Shelter
Picnic Area

Vista

Hiking

Shelter/Campsite

Fire Tower
nearest Trails and Waterways Area office before ~
leaving for their destination to inquire about
local trail conditions and amenities. N
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THE ARROWHEAD TRAIL is relatively flatbetween  The trail links three state parks: Bear Head Lake, A variety of game fish including walleye, northern 19 >3 % - TRﬁmp
International Falls and the Ash River. The higher Soudan Underground Mine and McCarthy Beach. pike, trout and smallmouth bass are found in the ~ f——-—-—_ = WATERWAYS
ground is mainly forested with aspen; lower ground The landscape in and around Bear Head Lake State area’s large numbers of lakes and rivers. The Gheen Corner -~ Hoodoo LN—" e
has a mix of spruce and ash. The trail goes through Park resembles the BWCAW. The park’s land is landscape of the area is a result of the under-lying — 74— Gheen o
a number of areas that have standing water in the very rolling and rocky, elevations ranging from 1,450 geology. The area’s bedrock formation known as Ol arriallEesoTices
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numerous lakes and streams. Many of the hills have underground iron ore mine open to the public. swept away the sea and formed two mountain L/ Bl
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This part is heavily timbered with a mix of where there is a constant year-round temperature and millions of years of erosion have worn the 7 — )
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This mix of trees on the Arrowhead is spectacularly with balsam fir and aspen. The lower elevations | J@e K
colorful in autumn. are dominated by white cedar interspersed with The Arrowhead and Taconite State Trails provide a ' AN P 1 " A R
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THE TACONITE TRAIL winds through forests of Over 100 varieties of birds live in the area. Some : = 21 [ ) ’ - D é ' @5 169 /' e 4
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